
 

 

Restricting Abortion: Georgia1  
In far too many places throughout this country, it has become extremely difficult for women to safely and legally end a 

pregnancy. In too many states, politicians have enacted laws that single out the provision of abortion services for restrictions 

that are more burdensome than those imposed on medically comparable procedures, do not significantly advance women’s 

health or the safety of abortion services, and make abortion services more difficult to access. It's time for politicians to stop 

interfering with women's personal decision-making. We need a federal law that puts women’s health, safety, and rights first. 

The Women’s Health Protection Act does just that. 

 

In Georgia, the following restrictions are among those that would be 

unlawful under the Women’s Health Protection Act once enacted:  
 

 BAN on abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy (an unconstitutional 
pre-viability ban) with unconstitutionally narrow exceptions for 
when the life or health of a woman is endangered and when there 
has been a lethal fetal anomaly diagnosis.2 

 

 REQUIREMENT that if an ultrasound is performed prior to an 
abortion, the provider must offer the woman the opportunity to see 
the image and hear the fetal heartbeat, whether or not the provider 
believes it is appropriate.3 

 

 REQUIREMENT that clinics that perform abortions in the second 
trimester meet structural and other regulatory standards unrelated 
to patient safety.4 

 

 
(Endnotes)  

 
1 The restrictions highlighted herein are examples of the types of restrictions that the Women’s Health Protection Act seeks to invalidate. 

This fact sheet is not intended as a comprehensive guide to abortion restrictions in Georgia. 
2 GA. CODE ANN. § 16-12-141(c).  The ban is currently only being enforced against post-viability abortions.  See Lathrop v. Deal, No. 2012 

CV 224423 (Ga. Super. Ct. Fulton Cnty. Dec. 20, 2012) (issuing a preliminary injunction in regards to previability abortions). 
3 GA. CODE ANN. § 31-9A-3(4)  
4 GA. CODE ANN. § 16-12-141(b)(1); GA. COMP. R. & REGS. 290-5-32-.01 et seq. 

“I ask you, to think of the 
anguish it would cause, to be 
forced to remain pregnant with a 
baby you know will die, for one 
or two or three months longer, 
because politicians think they 
know medicine better than your 
own doctor, and they know your 
circumstances better than you 
do.” 
 
- Anne Mellinger-Birdsong, a Georgia pediatrician, 
epidemiologist, and mother 
 
 
 
 


